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Chambers, fee rule the day 

High turnout favors athletics , Student Voice 



Will York 




WILL YORK /The Pacer 



Above, members of the Skyhawk football 
team vote in this year’s SGA elections, 
which included a referendum on an increase 
to the athletics fee. Erin Chambers, right, 
was named president-elect Thursday night. 



Election 2007 

President 

Chambers 810 

Dykes 399 

Secretary-General 
Kosta 692 

Kragenbrink 510 

Athletics fee increase 
Yes 812 

No 463 



Board of Trustees 
McGruder 637 
Busman 
Martin 
Lewis 
Mallari 




Fairy tales talk about 
Cinderella's persistence, but 
UTM Student Government 
Association leaders have 
a new fairy tale to talk 
about. 

After handily losing 
last year's SGA presiden- 
tial election to incumbent 
James Orr, Erin Chambers 
turned her fortunes around 
and defeated Becky Dykes 
in last Wednesday and 
Thursday's student elec- 
tions and will soon be 
sworn in as UTM's next 
student body president. 
Additionally, a proposal 
to increase student fees 
to benefit UTM's athletic 
programs passed student 
muster. 

Chambers, representing 
the Student Voice Party, 
garnered 810 votes, or 67 
percent of votes cast, to 
defeat Dykes, who ran 
with the YOUTM Party. 
Dykes collected 399 votes, 
according to preliminary 
results from SGA Election 
Commissioner Allison 
Martinez. 

Chambers said she is 
"extremely excited" about 
being sworn in as president. 
"I have a great group of 
senators and a great politi- 
cal party to thank for my 
success, in addition to 
everyone who made their 
student voice heard," she 
said. 

She said her vision for 
SGA is to have so many 
people come to Senate 
meetings that SGA would 
be forced to change the 
location of meetings. 

Chambers attributed this 
year's successful presiden- 
tial bid to better prepared- 
ness than the campaign she 



ran last year. 

"This year a lot of things 
were different for me. I had 
grown a lot and matured, 
especially in learning how 
government runs." 

Meanwhile, the referen- 
dum to raise student fees 



by $50 per semester passed 
by a 812-463 vote, with 
about 64 percent of voters 
favoring the athletics fee 
increase. 

With student approval, 
the increase, originally pro- 



posed by Athletics Director 
Phil Dane and referred to a 
student vote by SGA, now 
goes to Chancellor Nick 
Dunagan for approval. 
From there, it goes to the 

— See ‘SGA 1 on Page 9 




Police order students off the streets in Blacksburg, 
Va., after a series of fatal shootings at Virginia Tech. 
Photo used with permission. 



Va. Tech shooting 
kills at least 32 

Sara M. McIntosh 

At least 32 people died at Virginia Tech University in 
Blacksburg, Va., Monday in shootings by at least one 
unidentified gunman with 26 victims treated at local 
hospitals, according to a statement released on the uni- 
versity's Web site. 

The Collegiate Times, Virginia Tech's campus news- 
paper, frequently updated their Web site concerning the 
situation, which began at 7:15 a.m. At their most recent 
update at The Pacer's press time, Erin Sheehan, a student 
who was one of only four to walk out of one of the affect- 
ed classrooms, gives a statement on what transpired. 

"It seemed so strange," Sheehan said. "Because (the 
gunman) peeked in twice, earlier in the lesson, like he 
was looking for someone, somebody, before he started 
shooting." 

Sheehan went on to say the shooter looked like "a nor- 
mal looking kid" and that she wasn't sure whether her 
German professor survived the shooting. 

Other students were unaware of the incident and con- 
tinued to go to class. According to another report from 
The Collegiate Times, "many students expressed frustra- 
tion that classes were not cancelled until about two hours 
after the first shooting took place." 

Sam Leake, a student who lives in the dorm where the 
first shooting occurred, said university officials should 
have cancelled classes after the first shots were fired. 

"If they had, maybe some of these deaths could have 
been prevented," Leake said. 

Law enforcement and university officials believed the 
first shooting was a "domestic dispute" and was not 
aware of the potential for a second shooting two hours 
later. At press time, law enforcement confirmed that a 

— See ‘Shooting’ on Page 9 



UTM considers future with four finalists for chancellor job 



F rom a pool of nearly 70 applicants, the four finalists for UTM's chancellor position 
were on campus last week and Monday to meet with students, university officials 
and community members. 

The chancellor's position will be vacated in June by retiring Chancellor Nick 
Dunagan. 



According to the projected calendar from the special chancellor search committee, the 
candidates will meet with UT system President John Petersen from April 18-24, with 
Petersen's announcement coming May 1. Petersen will consider the search committee's 
recommendations when making his decision. 



Thomas Rakes 



John Schwenn 




Kaylene Gebert 




Roosevelt Newson 




Rakes is currently the provost and vice 
chancellor for academic affairs at UTM. 

Concerning UT's "fUTure" integration 
campaign. Rakes said UTM is closely 
associated with UT's name recognition, 
and the campaign will help bring more 
value to UTM degrees. 

He suggested graduated compensation 
for the lottery scholarship. Instead of 
completely taking away students' schol- 
arships, Rakes suggested the state enact- 
ing a graduated program, with higher 
GPA's garnering higher awards. 

Rakes wants "better dorms, cleaner 
campuses and cleaner classrooms" for 
UTM. 

He said he'd like to see higher involve- 
ment from alumni, not just for their 
money, but for their input. 

He says his biggest asset is connection 
with students. 



Schwenn is the vice chancellor for aca- 
demic affairs at Emporia State University in 
Kansas. 

With a student body of 6,400, he said 
Emporia State shares many things in com- 
mon with UTM. He said Kansas recently 
went through an integration process similar 
to the "fUTure" campaign. 

Schwenn said hiring diverse faculty is 
necessary to provide a diverse learning envi- 
ronment. 

He acknowledged UTM's strong agricul- 
ture program, but said several other aca- 
demic programs seem to have strengths that 
can be elevated. 

Schwenn said Emporia's biggest strength 
is being student-centered, something he said 
he'd bring to UTM. 

He advocates undergraduate research and 
service-learning. He also favors holding 
forums and polls to gage student opinion. 



Gebert is the executive vice president and 
provost at Middle Tennessee State University. 

She worked for several years with the 
Tennessee Board of Regents as their assistant 
vice chancellor for academic affairs. 

Gebert envisions a "university universe," 
which serves as a testing ground for world 
concepts and theories. She used the universe 
analogy as her basis for needing diversity in 
higher education. 

"We need to position ourself as a regional 
comprehensive institution," Gebert said. 

She said her best attribute is having a strong 
work ethic and making decisions based on 
clearly defined criteria. 

Gebert said the university might be well- 
served to limit the number of students admit- 
ted to better accommodate growth. 

She added all components of the university 
should work together to bring about the best 
learning experience possible for students. 



Newson is the vice president for 
academic affairs and provost at the 
University of North Alabama. 

He said UTM shares many of the 
problems UNA has, such as the num- 
ber of students who tend to go home 
on weekends for lack of things to do. 

He said, "My door is open all the 
time. Students are welcome to come 
in." 

Newson said he advocates student 
transparency. He also stressed career 
awareness and development. 

As far as diversity, he said new, 
innovative ideas are needed to bring 
varying perspectives. For instance, he 
previously provided transportation for 
students to go to church in cities out- 
side the university where he worked. 
He advocates adding more courses 
and enhancing graduates' quality. 



TuesdayWeather 




Tomorrow, expect a chance of 
showers with a high of 66 and 
low of 40. Thursday, sunny 
and pleasant. 
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Our View 



Editorial: 

New government, beginning 



The Pacer would like 
to congratulate Erin 
Chambers and the Student 
Voice party for their win in 
the SGA elections. Change 
can definitely be for the 
better, and, with a new 
president and Senate, we 
hope that they 
can approach 
SGA and UTM 
with fresh ideas 
and a fresh out- 
look. 

We also wish 
her, her party 
and the entire 
newly elected 
Senate the best 
of luck with 
dealing with 
university poli- 
tics and being 
an effective voice of the 
students. 

We are also proud that 
Chambers and her party 
were able to have a well- 
run campaign that did 
not result in name-calling 
or mudslinging, which 
is prone to happen when 
dealing with people's pol- 
itics and pride. 

However, we wish to 
remind the new student 
government that to whom 
much is given, much 
is expected. We hope 
Chambers and the new 
SGA Senate will learn 



Chambers 
and the 
Student Voice 
have an 
opportunity 
to bring new 
ideas to SGA 
and UTM 



from their predecessors' 
mistakes. The SGA should 
be focused on the better- 
ment of students and the 
university. 

Sometimes, politicians 
forget how they came to 
power. When that hap- 
pens, people 
start feeling the 
effects of a gov- 
ernment who 
does not have 
their best inter- 
ests in mind 
when making 
decisions. 

We hope that 
the new gov- 
ernment never 
forgets ulti- 
mately why 
they were voted 
into power, and that in all 
bills and endeavors, they 
have UTM and the stu- 
dents' interests at heart. 

The Pacer expects a strong 
relationship between the 
student government and 
the students who put 
them in power. The stu- 
dents' vote for their elec- 
tion was a vote of confi- 
dence, and we hope that 
the new SGA president 
and her Senate does not 
do anything that would 
cause UTM students to 
lose that confidence in 
their government. 
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On behalf of the UTM 
athletics family I want to 
express my appreciation to 
the students who voted in 
favor of the referendum for 
an increase in the athlet- 
ics activity fee. I respect 
the reservations registered 
by those who opposed the 
increase, and our athlet- 
ics staff will work hard to 
address those reservations 
by being good stewards of 
the funding generated by 
this increase. 

I am very pleased that our 
student body sent a clear 
statement of their position 
on this matter. We say that 
athletics exists at UTM 
to enhance the total col- 
legiate experience. When 
the students vote almost 2 
to 1 to impose a $50 fee per 
semester fee on themselves 
to help athletics be more 
competitive, that seems to 
indicate they believe in the 
importance of athletics to 
our campus culture. 

I appreciate Chancellor 
Dunagan allowing me the 
opportunity to make a pre- 
sentation to the Student 
Government Association 
Senate. I want to thank 
SGA President, James Orr, 
for the professional man- 



ner in which he helped me 
navigate the process of pre- 
senting this issue to the 
SGA Senate, and I appreci- 
ate the Senate for getting 
this on the ballot in the 
SGA election. 

Certainly I am excited 
about how this will help 
address needs for operat- 
ing budgets, equipment, 
travel, recruiting, staffing, 
and facilities, but I'm even 
more excited about what 
this says about UTM. We 
tell prospective students, 
faculty and staff that UTM 
is a unique place where we 
try to make everyone feel 
like they are part of a fam- 
ily. I really believe this vote 
confirms that statement. 

Referenda like this have 
been soundly defeated 
recently at other insti- 
tutions, specifically UT 
Chattanooga and East 
Tennessee State University, 
and UTM has bucked that 
trend. Early in this process 
there were a lot of nay- 
sayers who laughed at our 
chances of getting the ref- 
erendum passed. But I said 
to those people that I really 
thought we could get this 
done because UTM is dif- 
ferent, if we approaced it the 




Phil Dane 

Director of 
Athletics 



right way. I think we were 
able to do that because our 
student-athletes, staff, and 
coaches make it a priority 
to know students outside 
the athletic department 
through academics, social 
and professional fraterni- 
ties and sororities, public 
service, church involve- 
ment, etc. UTM is a special 
place, and I really believe 
this is another confirma- 
tion of that fact. 

I also believe this vote and 
the margin of the vote is a 
tribute to the success of our 
football team last fall. Our 
students and community 
were "fired up" through- 
out that season, and I think 
we sold them on the notion 
that we could replicate that 
success in other sports if 
we could get more finan- 
cial support from them. 

We've had champion- 
ships in other sports, but 
it's a cultural reality that 
we must succeed in foot- 



ball and basketball to fully 
achieve our athletics mis- 
sion. Because of funding 
constraints we've been 
forced to limit our funding 
in sports other than football 
and basketball. Certainly 
all sports will benefit from 
the revenue this fee will 
create, but baseball, soft- 
ball, and soccer will benefit 
from some badly needed 
facility improvements, and 
selected sports will have 
assistant coaches for the 
first time. 

Once again, I want to 
thank the individual stu- 
dents who voted for this 
activity fee. After analyz- 
ing the voting results, it's 
very obvious that many 
students from every college 
on our campus (other than 
student-athletes) voted for 
this increase. 

I appreciate the financial 
commitment they are will- 
ing to make. I take finan- 
cial stewardship very seri- 
ously, and I pledge to them 
that this funding will be 
distributed in the manner 
I described in my original 
proposal and that it will be 
stretched as far as possible. 
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Fearing death to a certain 
extent, we all saw yester- 
day's events unfold from 
the campus of Virginia 
Tech on CNN. It seems to 
remind us of the good and 
evil in the world and more 
specifically, our lives. 

It could be argued that it 
happened for a reason. Or 
you could say there was a 
larger force which caused 
at least 32 families to suf- 
fer. 

But neither theory will 
ever be proven right or 
wrong. In one scenario we 
see good— that there is a 
reason. The other scenario 
suggests a vicious random 



act with, seemingly, no 
motive. 

This leads us to perceive 
the truth in different ways. 

People ask 'How could 
this happen?' 

But nothing can, or ever 
will, reveal the higher 
secrets into how it hap- 
pened. As journalists, we 
find truth in as much as 
we can, and we provide the 
who, what, when, where, 
why, but only sometimes 
how, and that is the best we 
can do. 

Many will be looking for 
answers after 32 students 
were slaughtered early 
yesterday morning. The 




Allie T. 
Thomas 

Editorial 

Assistant 



answers, however, may lie 
in finding what you enjoy 
in life— that way you will 
ensure for yourself a happy 
life. 

Consider: the students 
who died were on a plot 
of land set aside for higher 
learning. Therefore, they 
were in college in order to 
pursue a life of happiness 
and now they are naturally 



on their way to a happier 
place, for "good" or "bad"— 
regardless of their various 
interpretations of good and 
evil. 

The counter statement to 
that is found in Genesis 
3:19 where it alludes that 
we follow a cycle of "ashes 
to ashes, dust to dust." 

Depending on where you 
look, evidence can be made 
for each claim. 

The good news is that 
surely we can all agree that 
these killings were, in one 
form or another, evil, and 
faith is found in hoping the 
sun will rise tomorrow for 
us to enjoy another day. 
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New secretary general discusses plans for SGA future 



Wendy Elliott 

Staff Writer 

Now that students' ballots have been cast 
and the votes are in, Amelia Kosta of Martin is 
set to become UTM's SGA secretary general. 
Mere days before her inauguration takes 
place, she lets students know what to 
expect from those they've elected. 

Q: How do you feel about last week's 
elections? What was campaigning like? What 
would you do differently if given the chance? 

A: I feel like things went really well, 
although campaigning was stressful. All 
of us woke up really early to get things 
done and stayed working late into the 
night to be able to meet with individuals 
that couldn't meet with us during the day, 
such as athletes with busy schedules. In 
the end, it was worth it to see so many stu- 
dents turn out to vote in record numbers 
in terms of SGA elections. What would I 
do differently? I would have worked to 
do something more interpersonal when 
students stopped by campaign tables to 



discuss issues. 

Q: In the past few 

weeks , UTM students 
learned about the different 
platforms of opposing par- 
ties YOUTM and Student 
Voice. How do members of 
both parties plan to syn- 
chronize the differing goals 
to best represent the stu- 
dent body? 

A: I feel like both parties have agreed 
we (SGA) need to be better about student 
relations with our organization. We need 
to get SGA out there and working for 
the student body. Lots of students don't 
even really know what SGA is about and 
what we are trying to accomplish for 
students. They need to know that we're 
here for them. 

Q: In last week's election , the referendum 
to increase the athletic fee passed almost 2-1 
among voting UTM students. Members of 
your political party said that if this happened , 
they would support the decision. Does this 



offer still stand? 

A: Yes, it definitely still stands. The rea- 
son my party decided to call ourselves 
"Student Voice" is because we want to 
reflect what the students have to say, no 
matter what. The students are in favor of 
the athletic fee increase and we will stand 
by our word. That's why we as a party 
didn't go either way before we knew for 
certain what students wanted, and now 
the organization as a whole will support 
the outcome. 

Q: What should UTM students expect from 
SGA in the upcoming year? 

A: Expect a better SGA-student body 
relationship, plus a better relationship 
between our school and University of 
Tennessee schools in terms of student gov- 
ernments. Before I ran for secretary gen- 
eral, I was chairperson of Multicultural 
Affairs. Now that I'm having to leave that 
position to my successor, I will pass on 
lots of ideas that will hopefully help inter- 
national students during their stay here 
at UTM. International forums I attended 



showed me what many students wanted 
and gave me many ideas that won't be 
forgotten. Campus diversity is still my pas- 
sion within SGA. 

Q: And one not-so-serious question just for 
fun: what was the most interesting experience 
you had during your time campaigning that 
you'd like to share? 

A: Getting to know my fellow members 
of the Student Voice party. Before the 
campaigning began, we didn't know very 
much about each other except each oth- 
er's background with SGA. Together, we 
teamed up to represent students in a great 
way - we're a very diverse party, all from 
various majors and departments. Since the 
campaign, we're very close now that we've 
experienced everything as a group. 

Along with SGA President-elect Erin 
Chambers, Vice President-elect Grayson 
Uldrich, members of the newly elected 
Board of Trustees and the senators who 
represent each college, Kosta will be inau- 
gurated this Friday, April 20. 




Kosta 



Campus to mark annual Day of Silence 




Members of UTM ALLIES discuss the upcoming Day of Silence at their April 11 
meeting. 



Rachel Rogers 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 

Tomorrow, you may 
notice that the UTM cam- 
pus is a little on the quiet 
side. Nothing has gone 
wrong. Tomorrow is the 
Day of Silence. 

According to www.day- 
ofsilence.org, the first Day 
of Silence was celebrated at 
the University of Virginia 
in 1996. On this day, many 
students across the country 
will remain silent through- 
out the day to "protest the 
discrimination, harassment 
and abuse — in affect, the 
silencing - faced by lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgen- 
der students and their allies 
in school." 

Here on campus, the 
UTM ALLIES, a "gay, les- 
bian, bisexual, transgender 
and straight organization 
that believes in the elimi- 
nation of discrimination in 
all its forms" according to 
their Web site, plan on cel- 
ebrating the day with a list 
of activities. 

"This is at least the sixth 
year that ALLIES has par- 
ticipated in the Day of 
Silence," says Morgan 
Greenhaw, president of 
ALLIES. "This year, the 
Tennessee Equity Project is 
backing it up and bringing 
in reporters to cover it." 
The vow of silence will 
begin at 8 a.m. Participating 
members will hand out 



cards explaining why they 
are not speaking. 

"In the past we've had 
both good and bad feed- 
back," says Greenhaw. "We 
sometimes have professors 
that don't approve of this. 
But we've informed a lot of 
the professors about it, and 
they've agreed to set up 
'safe zones' tomorrow." 

At 6, they will host a 
Breaking the Silence Rally. 
As the clock chimes six 
o'clock, all those who have 
been silent during the day 
will make a lot of noise. 



"We'll also hold a can- 
dlelight vigil and a non 
denominational prayer," 
said Greenhaw. "We'll also 
give people a chance to tell 
stories." 

Another way that ALLIES 
is trying to break the silence 
is by producing a publica- 
tion that they hope to make 
annually. 

"It's called Queer 
Experiences," says Mattie 
Davenport, a junior English 
major from White House, 
Tenn. "The first issue came 
out last spring, and cop- 



ies of it can be found in 
the Special Collections sec- 
tion of the library. It's a 
sort of Day of Silence thing. 
People are able to speak out 
through writings." 

A table will be set up in 
the UC today to hand out 
information and promote 
the Day of Silence. For more 
information on the Day of 
Silence, go to www.dayof- 
silence.org. For more info 
on the ALLIES, go to http:// 
www.utm.edu/organiza- 
tions/allies/ 



Faculty attend regional teaching institute 



India Dean 

Staff Writer 

UTM faculty from each 
academic college recently 
represented the univer- 
sity at the Fourth Annual 
Teaching Scholars Institute 
hosted by Murray State 
University. 

This program was creat- 
ed with Western Kentucky 
University, Murray State 
University and UTM. The 
Teaching Scholars Institute 
is a project developed by 
the faculty to recognize 



professors for instruction 
excellence. 

Also, it was designed to 
bring instructors together 
to pass on teaching tech- 
niques and tools to help 
others in their respective 
classrooms. 

During the program, the 
groups are then divided 
and placed in workshop 
settings. The theme for the 
workshop was "Effective 
Teaching Involves Prompt 
Feedback." 

When divided into 
groups, the professors col- 



laborated to develop a hand- 
book called "Best Practices 
in Teaching Handbook" to 
be distributed to faculty at 
other schools. 

"I came away armed with 
new techniques to provide 
prompt feedback to stu- 
dents as a way to improve 
their learning," said Dr. 
Ervin Briones, assistant 
professor of Psychology. 

"These techniques come 
from experienced col- 
leagues who have used 
them and found them 
effective," added Julie 



Ford, an assistant profes- 
sor of Nursing. "TSI gave 
me an opportunity to inter- 
act with other profession- 
als and discover innovative 
ideas for the classroom." 

UTM faculty who attend- 
ed the institue along with 
Briones and Ford were Dr. 
Mary Lemons, professor of 
Management; Dr. Rosemary 
Effiong, assistant professor 
of Chemistry; and Dr. Amy 
Simmons, assistant profes- 
sor of Music. 



Forum focuses on eradicating domestic abuse 



Derek Kelley 

Staff Writer 

About 90 percent of 
women who are sexually 
assaulted at college know 
their abusers, according to 
information handed out at 
the last Wednesday Forum 
of the semester. 

The forum covered 
domestic abuse and was 
held April 11 in UC 125. 
The Wednesday Forum 
program is sponsored 
by the UTM Counseling 
Center. 

The forum was filled with 
many interesting facts and 
questions. It began with the 
people participating in it 
receiving a Campus Dating 
Violence fact sheet, which 
contained facts that many 
people wouldn't normally 
know. 



Despite this 

being a forum later 
in the semester it 
certainly didn't lack 
any dedication or 
information. 

Dr. Jennifer Levy, 
director of the UTM 
Counseling Center 
and the moderator 
of the forum, started 
off the forum by providing 
a wealth of information 
concerning dating violence, 
along with the fact sheet. 

Students at the forum 
were told that dating 
violence affects a part of 
everyday life, whether 
students see it or not. 

A story was told by 
Levy of a woman who 
went her whole life in an 
abusive relationship, left 
that relationship, entered 
another abusive relationship 



and then was 
killed. Stories 
like this really 
raise interest 
in attempts to 
stop domestic 
abuse. Another 
interesting fact 
told by Levy was 
that 3.9 million 
women each year 
are abused. Facts were 
handed out through most 
of the early portion of the 
forum, but interesting 
questions were also asked. 

Students discussed signs 
of abuse victims such 
as having an injury and 
making an awkward excuse 
as well as many other things. 
Abusers often accuse their 
partners of cheating, which 
also contributes to abuse 
taking place. Discussion 
about people in abusive 



relationships losing track of 
life also was discussed. An 
interesting question raised 
by Levy concerned the types 
of abusive relationships 
and interesting answers 
from students were love- 
based and some violent- 
based where both partners 
are violent. 

Levy said of the effect 
she hopes this forum will 
have on people: "I hope 
people will have increased 
awareness of partner 
violence on our campus 
and society in general." 

For more information 
about the UTM Counseling 
Center, go to www. 
utm.edu/departments/ 
counseling/ or call 881- 
7720. The UTM Counseling 
Center is located in Suite 13 
of the UC. 




Levy 



Recent panel explores 
issues of terrorism, 
security, Iraq situation 



Christopher Stanback 

Staff Writer 

The America At a Crossroads 
forum, held Thursday in 
Watkins auditorium, fea- 
tured a diverse panel that 
compared and speculations 
about post 9/11 America, 
the war on terrorism and 
Operation: Iraqi Freedom. 

This public forum, host- 
ed by WLJT, was related 
to the PBS national series, 
America At a Crossroads , 
a major public television 
event that explores the 
challenges confronting the 
world today. 

"This forum was a suc- 
cess. Different people from 
very diverse backgrounds 
were able get their message 
out. Tensions did flare but 
everybody remained in con- 
trol of themselves. People's 
minds were opened up to 
different points of view," 
said Harry Bond, a senior 
Communications major 
from Memphis.. 

The forum panel mem- 
bers included Hussein 
Atari from UTM, Maj. 
Gen. Gus Hargett from 
the Tennessee National 
Guard, Rep. Mark Maddox 
from the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, Dr. 
Paul Mego from Lambuth 
University and Mike 
Zelnik from the Office of 



Homeland Security. 

During the forum, the 
panelists watched excerpts 
from different documenta- 
ries and shared their views 
on each topic. The audi- 
ence's cultural diversity 
brought an array of mili- 
tary and political points of 
view. 

For about three hours, the 
panel examined the United 
States' role in the war on 
terrorism, why the United 
States has tensions with 
radical Islamic factions and 
answered intense questions 
from the audience. 

"I think that this event 
was very informative and 
it also became very heat- 
ed. And it was something 
that more students should 
have come to," said Kristen 
Beno, WLJT manager of 
individual giving. 

America At a Crossroads 
is a series of 11 documen- 
taries, hosted by Robert 
MacNeil, that explore the 
conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, the experience of 
American troops, the strug- 
gle for balance within the 
Islamic world and Muslim 
life in America, and per- 
spectives of America's role 
in the world. 

The series of documen- 
taries air all this week on 
WLJT-TV, Channel 11. 



Ag sorority Sigma Alpha 
celebrates anniversary 



Kelly Morgan 

Sigma Alpha correspondent 

The Beta Theta chapter 
of the Sigma Alpha soror- 
ity celebrated its one-year 
anniversary on April 15. 
Sigma Alpha is a profes- 
sional agriculture soror- 
ity for women pursuing 
careers in agriculture. 

On April 15, 12 women 
were activated as charter 
members of the Beta Theta 
chapter. Since the charter- 
ing one year ago. Sigma 
Alpha has been working 
hard to get involved and 
be recognized by the greek 
community at UTM. The 
sorority was founded on 
four basic principles: schol- 
arship, leadership, service 
and fellowship. 

Scholarship is extremely 
important to this chap- 
ter. During the past year. 
Sigma Alpha's collective 
GPA, which is a 3.17, has 
risen above the departmen- 
tal GPA, which is 2.75, for 
the College of Agriculture 
and Applied Sciences. 

Leadership is definite- 
ly one area in which the 
chapter shines. The sisters 
serve as officers in organi- 
zations such as Collegiate 
FFA, Collegiate 4-H, Pre- 
Vet Club, and SGA. 

The sorority's national 
philanthropy is Ag In the 
Classroom, an organiza- 



tion dedicated to educating 
children about the signifi- 
cance of agriculture in the 
United States. On National 
Ag Day, the sisters joined 
other Sigma Alphas from 
across the United States in 
visiting elementary schools 
to read to the students and 
talk to them about the role 
agriculture plays in their 
lives. 

Professional development 
is the foundation of Sigma 
Alpha. In the past year, 
the members have invited a 
number of speakers to talk 
to them regarding every- 
thing from graduate school 
to life principles. 

The proudest moment 
of the Beta Theta chapter 
of Sigma Alpha occurred 
Oct. 21, 2006. Four sis- 
ters attended the National 
Sigma Alpha Convention in 
Atlanta, where they attend- 
ed workshops, met sisters 
from across the country, 
and received the official 
chapter charter for UTM. 

Sara Beth Griffin of 
Brighton, the chapter presi- 
dent, praised the chapter 
and described its growth. 

"As chapter president, 
it truly thrills me to see 
how our chapter has grown 
from 12 girls in Pamela 
Bartholomew's apartment 
to 25 of UTM's best and 
brightest," Griffin said. 
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Professor wins prestigious award 



Betty H. Rasberry, a retired UTM 
Social Work professor, recently received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Tennessee Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers for her long 
history of professional commitment to and 
support of human services at the national, 
state and local levels. 

After retiring from 30 years in state ser- 
vice and 12 years in independent practice 
as a licensed clinical social worker, she 
continues to sit on related boards and 
councils. 

Rasberry, a native of Dyer County, relo- 
cated from the Tennessee Department of 
Human Services in Nashville, where she 
served in staff development and training, 
to UTM, where she established and headed 
the baccalaureate degree program in social 
work, one of the first in West Tennessee. 
During this period, she contracted with the 
TSU Center of Excellence for Research and 
Policy, wherein she founded and taught 
throughout the country the Social Services 
Competency Based Training, which won 
approval by the National Head Start 
Bureau for family service workers. 




Rasberry 



From the onset of 
her career, Rasberry 
has been involved with 
numerous social work- 
related organizations, 
including the Tennessee 
Conference on Social 
Welfare, Northwest 
Tennessee Association 
of Health Care Social 
Workers, Area Agencies 
on Aging, Tennessee 
Commission on Children and Youth, and 
advisement to the Tennessee Department 
of Correction. In the 1970s, she was 
instrumental in establishing the Social 
Services Department at Martin Volunteer 
Hospital and is known extensively in West 
Tennessee for her consultation in medical 
social services. Additionally, she has been 
a sought-after speaker on numerous top- 
ics, both locally and nationally. 

Rasberry holds the singular distinction 
of having served as president of both the 
Tennessee Conference on Social Welfare 
and the Tennessee Chapter of the National 
Association of Social Workers. 



Fishing rodeo hooks kids into outdoor fun 



Zane Gresback 

Assis. Sports Editor 

The UTM Wildlife Society 
held the first Fishing Rodeo 
at Pacer Pond Saturday 
morning. Children ages 
5-12 were encouraged to 
compete in a fishing com- 
petition. Participants were 
given poles to keep as well 
as an event t-shirt. Bait 
was also provided by the 
Wildlife Society. 

The cost to participate 



was $12. Boys and girls 
competed to catch the 
most fish with each winner 
receiving a new bicycle as 
grand prize. 

Proceeds from the event 
were raised to help support 
UTM Wildlife Society mem- 
ber, Brad Wheat, who was 
diagnosed with the bone 
marrow disease. Aplastic 
Anemia. "We wanted to 
raise money to help Brad 
and his family with medi- 
cal expenses," said Wildlife 



Society President Nick 
Luper. Luper said that he 
was happy with the amount 
of money raised. 

The event was also meant 
to promote the joys of the 
outdoors for kids. 

Though the weather on 
Saturday was less than 
ideal for everyone who par- 
ticipated, the event was a 
success. "Anytime you can 
get kids involved with fish- 
ing and the outdoors, it is a 
success," said Luper. 



HOOKS PET CLINIC 






Small Animal Services 
Medical, Dental & Surgical 
Boarding & Baths I 
Separate Rooms For Cats 
Indoor and Climate Controled 



Douglas G. Hooks, D.V.M 

Call for an appointment 

587-3817 

Toll Free 1-888-533-8091 
296 Highway 431 - Just past the new Wal Mart 
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Police Report 



w y ) The information contained in this report is taken directly from public 


records distributed by the UTM Department of Public Safety. DPS 
can be contacted by calling (731) 881-7777. 


8:11 a.m., April 9 


driving without a license. General 


Fine Arts 


Sessions Court. 


Reports of damage to university 


2:26 p.m., April 11 


property. Investigation continues. 


Fine Arts 


10:33 a.m., April 9 


Report of a student that had been 


Student Health 


injured and an officer responded 
and transported the subject to stu- 


Report of a subject having a sei- 
zure and an officer and emergency 


dent health. 


personnel responded. Subject was 


5:05 p.m., April 11 


transported to EMS. 


Farm Rd. 


7:45 a.m., March 27 


Jacob D. Forbes was issued a cita- 


Lot 12 


tion for failure to yield to pedestri- 
ans. City Court. 


Mr. Nathan B. Browning was issued 
a ciation for leaving the scene of an 


2:00 a.m., April 12 


accident. General's Sessions Court. 


Lot 10 


11:56 a.m., April 9 


Cody T. Gilliam was referred to Stu- 


Humanities 


dent Affairs to be placed on the first 
offenders list for alcohol violation. 


Report of a subject that had fallen 
and an officer transported the sub- 


8:07 a.m., April 12 


ject to the hospital. 


Lee St. 


4:30 p.m., April 9 


Deidre R. Jackson was issued a 


Practice Field 


citation for stop sign violation. City 
Court. 


Report of a subject that had been in- 
jured and an officer and emergency 


8:36 a.m., April 12 


personnel responded. Subject was 
transported by EMS. 


Lot 19 




Vehicle towed due to excessive 


8:00 a.m., April 10 
Moody St. 


tickets. 




5:24 p.m., April 12 


Jeana L. Berry was issued citations 


Ellington 


for proof of insurance and failure to 
yield to pedestrians. General Ses- 


Subject reported theft of personal 


sions Court. 


property. 


10:01 a.m., April 10 


6:56 p.m., April 13 


UTM 


Ag Pavilion 


Subject reported loss of their uni- 


Report of a subject that was injured 


versity keys. 


and an officer and emergency per- 
sonnel responded and the subject 


11:44 a.m., April 10 
University St. 


was transported by EMS. 




3:38 p.m., April 14 


Dorothy A. Blakeburn was issued a 
citation for speeding. City Court. 


Browning 




Shiquitta D. Hymon was cited into 


9:20 a.m., April 11 


General Sessions Court for theft of 


Lot 3 


property. 


Report a disturbance and the officer 


12:51 p.m., April 15 


referred the subject to Student Af- 


University Center 


fairs. 


Report of the fire alarm sounding 


9:35 a.m., April 11 


and an officer and the fire depart- 


Lot 3 


ment responded and reported that 
the air vents were malfunctioning 


Vehicle towed due to excessive 


and the alarm was reset. 


tickets. 


9:50 p.m., April 15 


1:38 p.m., April 11 
University St. 


Browning 




Subject reports that they are being 


Mohammed Dakhel was issued cita- 
tions for registration violation and 


harassed. Investigation continues. 
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Open Forum Bible Study 

The Spring Forum is exploring 
this semester's topic: The Gos- 
pel of Salvation & The Power of 
Christ. Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. 
every Thursday in UC 209. Ev- 
eryone is invited to attend these 
meetings. 

BeanSwitch 

BeanSwitch meetings are held 
every Thursday at 5:15 p.m. in 
HU 209 (Writing Center). Ev- 
eryone is invited to attend these 
meetings. 

Tri-Beta 

Tri-Beta is holding their third 
annual Poster Presentation of 
Science Papers on April 26. The 



presentations will be from noon 
to 2 p.m. in Brehm Hall. Titles 
and authors for posters are due 
by April 24 by 5 p.m. to Dr. 
Wilkins. 

Join Psi Chi 

If you are a psychology major 
or minor with an overall GPA 
of 3.0 and a psychology GPA 
of 3.2, then consider joining. As 
long as you have had 9 hours of 
psychology classes and you are 
currently enrolled in a psychol- 
ogy class, then you are in! Pick 
up an application in the psy- 
chology department at the end 
of the hall on the third floor. 

Talk Time 

Talk Time is an informal oppor- 
tunity for students to practice 
their conversational skills in a 



comfortable environment. Top- 
ics of discussion include current 
news, entertainment, culture, 
grammatical concepts, literature 
and many other subjects. All are 
welcome. Meetings are held ev- 
ery Tuesday and Thursday from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in HU 209 (Writ- 
ing Center). 

Native American Convention 

The Tennessee Native American 
Convention will host a Meet and 
Greet with the West Tennessee 
candidates for Tennessee Com- 
mission of Indian Affairs on 
April 24 at 6:00 p.m. at the Leg- 
islative Chambers in the UC. 

Pacer Meetings 

Want to write for the student 
newspaper? Pacer meetings are 
every Tuesday at 5:15 p.m. in 



Gooch 316. 

Upcoming Campus Interviews 

The following employment op- 
portunities can be sought: Wells 
Fargo Financial. Thursday, 
April 19, 2007. Positions: Credit 
Manager. Degree: Any Business 
Related Field. Locations avail- 
able: Nashville and Jackson 

Tennessee. Only 2007 graduates 
please. 

Student Art Show 

UTM's Annual Student Art 
Show reception will be held on 
April 17 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. in the Fine Arts Lobby. 

Wednesday Forum 

A Wednesday Forum will be 
held in the UC 125 titled "Final 



Exams: Sooner than you Think" 
from noon to 1:00 p.m. 

Mike Munkel BBQ 

The Second Annual Mike 
Munkel BBQ Cook-off is sched- 
uled for Monday, April 23, 2007 
from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The 
BBQ will be held at Pacer Pond. 

Student Productions 

Vanguard Student Original Pro- 
ductions will be held at 8:00 
p.m. on April 27, 28 and 29 in 
the Lab Theatre at the Fine Arts 
Building. Admission is free. 
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Opera a wonderful success, despite a few problems 



Brian Sullivan 

Staff Writer 

The Lyric Opera Theatre production of "The Old Maid and the Thief" by Menotti took 
place in the Harriet Fulton Theatre last Saturday and Sunday in Fine Arts. 

While the play was sweet and fun, with the plot of an old widow trying to find love 
once again and her maid trying to be rid of her duties as a maid by taking in a homeless 
young man, a character stood out above the rest. Erin Horton, who played the maid, was 
outstanding. This young actress stood out as not only the best, but she also carried the 
play on her back. When she allowed her voice to soar she showed why she was in this 
opera. Not only did she have the voice for opera, but she also had acting skills and con- 
fidence to perform in front of an audience. 

The main problem with the play Saturday was the fact that the actors seemed like they 
were scared of the audience. Several of the actors couldn't get their voice to carry past the 



first few rows of seats. The beginning of the play was lost to the mumbling of the first ac- 
tresses. The old widow that owned the house where the play took place was far too quite 
to be on stage, and the homeless man seemed like he was far too shy to even be homeless. 
He began to open up and use his full voice as the play went on but the little old widow 
did not. Even with the problem of volume the play still did a wonderful job of getting the 
scenes across to the audience. The set for the play did its job of causing the imagination of 
the audience to run wild. The whole point of a set is to add more ideas for the audience so 
their imagination is inspired to build a realistic visual of the scene. This play did a won- 
derful job of not using much set but using just enough to set the scene. The set consisted 
of a dining room with a fire place, dining table, couch, and a plate shelf. Then there was a 
bedroom with a bed and a door to symbolize a new room. The only other set pieces were 
a flat that spelled "Liquor Store" and an old bench. 

This play was wonderful and the director and actors should be pleased with the per- 
formance. The opera could even do an encore and it should be well attended. 



Memphis in May: worth 
more than hearing about 



Danika Parris 

Staff Writer 

Do you want something diverse and ex- 
citing to do for the month of May? If so, 
you should take a trip to Memphis. May 
is quickly approaching, so people are not 
only looking forward to graduation, but 
the many activities that are available in 
Memphis in May. 

Memphis in May hosts some of the city's 
largest events. If you have never been a 
part of these festivities, you should defi- 
nitely make 2007 your year. There are sev- 
eral things going on all at once. If you love 
to shop, there are vendors galore that have 
flavors from all around the world. You may 
run into a stilt walker, see international food 
stops and clothes and accessories from ev- 
erywhere. Some of the most known activi- 
ties are the Beale Street Music Festival, the 
World Championship Barbecue Cooking 
Contest and the Sunset Symphony. 

May 4-6, Memphis in May will be hosting 
the Beale Street Music Festival. If you have 
never heard good music from the south, this 
is your place to relax and enjoy yourself. At 
this particular festivity, music lovers from 
around the globe gather on Beale Street to 
celebrate this vital heritage, this deep river 
of sound. For three magical days, there 
will be four big stages that will hold more 
than 60 top artists. This will be one outra- 
geous party on 33 acres that overlooks the 
Mighty Mississippi. Blues, rock, gospel, 
R&B, alternative and soul will all provide a 
musical variety to those that will be there. 
If you want to attend this event, you better 
get your tickets now, because with a grow- 
ing fan base and world-wide coverage, this 
event is sure to sell out again. 

Another thing that Memphis is known 
for is its barbecue. May 17-19, one of the 
largest pork barbecue contests on the plan- 
et will be held in Memphis. On these few 
days, the sweetest-smelling cloud will hov- 
er over Memphis and contestants will lit- 
erally eat, sleep, and live for the pig. With 
more than $61, 050 in prizes, if you have the 
meanest cooking technique, why wouldn't 
you? "Grillmasters" and "goodtimers" will 



descend on Tom Lee Park in downtown 
Memphis for serious competition that's 
seriously fun. Even the grills dress up for 
this party like fire trucks, airplanes, piggy 
banks, pot bellied stoves; you name it, it's 
probably there. 

More than 90,000 pork lovers from 
around the globe, from Australia, Moroc- 
co, Ivory Coast, Estonia, Canada, France, 
Japan, New Zealand, Thailand and the 
United Kingdom, gather together to testify 
about their special sauces, rubs, ribs and 
everything else that is included in the "Pig- 
dom." And, there's the Sharp Stage, the site 
of world-class musical entertainment and 
the Ms. Piggie competition (grown men in 
snouts and tutus). You'll see funny faces, 
famous faces, and might end up having 
your face on one of those special reports 
on NBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, Southern Living 
Network, PBS, A&E, TBS, Gourmet Maga- 
zine, Food & Wine, Martha Stewart Living 
TV, or one of many other media reports. 

Memphis in May isn't strictly all about 
fun, it also produces extensive education, 
international, and economic programs for 
the city. Memphis in May International Fes- 
tival is more than its events. It's also a not- 
for-profit, community-based organization 
that contributes to the economic growth 
of the community, fosters civic pride, pro- 
motes awareness of Memphis heritage and 
builds international relationships. 

In a nutshell, Memphis in May generates 
more than $30 million in economic impact, 
improves the quality of life in the region, 
promotes tourism like no other event in 
the city, develops diversity and cultural 
pluralism and remains Memphis' largest 
and most dynamic consumer event time 
and time again. The festival is governed by 
a board of directors and operated by a full- 
time professional staff. 

As you can see, Memphis in May will be 
a great place to let your hair down and en- 
joy some things that the south has to offer. 
For more information you can visit: http:// 
memphisinmay.org/home.html. Don't be 
the one hearing about it, be the one that is 
talking about it! 
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AUTO SERVICE -587-31 41 



SPRING MAINTENANCE 
PACKAGE $36.95 

Change oil filter and up to 5 quarts of premium 
motor oil, rotate & inspect tires, inspect brake 
system, top off fluid levels, check air filter, belts & 
hoses, & test battery. Taxes and diesels extra. 
Includes waste disposal fee. 

See us for all your automotive needs. 

We service most makes and models. 

Brake service - Transmission service 
Front end alignment - Balance Tires 
Fuel injection service - Batteries 





WEAKLEY COUNTY MOTORS 




841 N.Lindell St.- Martin 
email: wcmotors@charterbn.com 
www.goauto2.com 




Student has much on his plate: 
fatherhood, school, work, music 



Christopher Stanback 

Staff Writer 

In the midst of senior projects, military 
duties and fraternity obligations, Marcus 
"L' Spade" Johnson still strives to make an 
impact on the entertainment industry. 

Johnson is a loyal father of one son, a se- 
nior Communications major with an em- 
phasis in broadcasting and is minoring in 
Graphic Design. He is the vice president 
of the Kappa Omicron chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma, president of the NPHC and corpo- 
ral in the Tennessee National Guard. 

"What sets me apart from everyone else 
is that I have seen every aspect of life. I 
grew up in the 'hood,' I have the seen the 
war zones and I am completing college. I 
know my goals and I know what I have to 
do to achieve them," said Johnson. 

Upon completion of his deployment, 
Johnson returned to UTM with the ambi- 
tion of graduating and expanding his reach 
as a disc jockey and music producer. Since 
his return, Johnson has been featured in 
over 200 events. 

He started his career at the age of 15 in 
Memphis. He began producing mix-tapes 
and making tracks for local groups in his 
area. After his deployment in 2003, John- 
son invested his earned income from the 
military into a professional high-grade au- 



dio production studio. This enabled him 
to produce his first album, "Hustling and 
Scuffling." 

"When I made my first album, I was just 
happy to have something in the stores. But 
I quickly learned that just because having 
an album in stores does not mean people 
will buy it," said Johnson. 

While in Martin, Johnson has made an 
impact by offering a unique style with a 
reasonable price in relation to his music 
and being a DJ. 

Johnson has compiled a quality book of 
clients. He has produced a track for "Skin- 
ny Pimp," opened a show for "Project Pat" 
and is the executive of Wave Lab studios in 
Memphis. 

Presently, Johnson is putting out a steady 
stream of "mix-cd's (Street Hits) and has 
just signed a contract to DJ at Club Rockaf- 
ella in Memphis. He is also working on his 
solo album titled, "Common Knowledge," 
which is expected to be released early this 
fall. 

Johnson plans to become an on-air radio 
personality and increase his income to be- 
come a better father to provide for his son. 

"I have learned sometimes in life that 
there will be stumbling blocks, obstacles 
and haters. But the only person who can 
stop me is me. I'll see you at the top." 



Popular author dead at 84 



David Hampton 

Editorial Assisstant 

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., satirical novelist and 
essayist, died last week at 84. His wife 
said the death was due to brain injuries 
that resulted from a fall that took place in 
their Manhattan home, for which he had 
been hospitalized. He published his first 
novel. Player Piano, in 1952. His latest ma- 
jor work is a collection of essays entitled 
Man Without a Country (2005). 

Vonnegut's 1969 novel, Slaughterhouse- 
Five , or The Children's Crusade: A Duty 
Dance with Death, is often considered his 
most defining work. It is based on the 
author's experiences as a soldier in WWII 
and melds these experiences with humor 
and elements of science fiction. The novel 
takes form as the story of Billy Pilgrim 
and involves time travel and alien abduc- 
tion, but most importantly, it relays to the 
reader a description of the fire bombing of 
Dresden, Germany during World War II. 
In the novel, Billy Pilgrim is there beneath 
the city in a subterranean slaughterhouse 
as the city is incinerated. 

Vonnegut himself was in an under- 
ground slaughterhouse being held by Ger- 
mans as a prisoner of war when the city was 
destroyed, and emerged to see the ruins of 
the city which he describes in the novel as 
looking like the surface of the moon. When 
this novel was published, it was something 
of an expose, bringing to the public eye for 
the first time the details of this "massacre." 
Vonnegut explains in the novel that more 
people were killed in this nearly unknown 
bombing (which used only traditional mil- 
itary weaponry) than died in the atomic 
blasts of both Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
combined. 

In the author's foreword, a very person- 
al section of the book, he tells the reader 
that he raised his children to "never be 
involved in any massacres." In this fore- 
word he also describes a visit to a friend 
and fellow WWII veteran's home to discuss 
what will be his "famous book" about the 
fire bombing of Dresden, and his friend's 
wife appears angry with him for reasons 
that aren't clear. When he asks her what's 
wrong, she tells him that these wars are al- 
ways fought by children, but in retrospect 
the soldiers are always described glamor- 
ously and as men. He promises his friend's 




wife that there will be no men in his book, 
hence "The Children's Crusade." 

Another facet of Slaughterhouse-Five is 
the character of Billy Pilgrim, who is a dif- 
fident young man who is thrown into the 
violent climate of WWII in Europe. He 
represents a level of humanity and gentle- 
ness that stands in stark contrast to his sur- 
roundings. Billy seems to be the least likely 
candidate to survive the war and make it 
home, but he continues to endure while 
many tougher and more serious soldiers 
around him are killed. 

When the brutality and death Billy en- 
counters, in both the war and in his normal 
life, is described in the story, the narrator 
always concludes the description with the 
same simple statement: "So it goes." Chris- 
topher Buckley, author of the 1994 novel 
Thank You for Smoking , said that this simple 
phrase "...became kind of a catchphrase 
during the time of Vietnam... it was the 
'whatever' of its day." 

Vonnegut was named Humanist of the 
Year by the American Humanist Associa- 
tion in 1992. He also served as the organiza- 
tion's honorary president until his death. 
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Sixteen Minutes: PartX 




Stephen Outten 

www. S tephenOutten . com 

Time passed slowly from my arrest until I was released. While the police were finger- 
printing me and taking my mug shot, I kept thinking of Anna, and how she had barely 
been able to walk as we exited the club, and how she was now with James. 

After repeated questions and repeated answers, the police finally had to let me go. 
Even though they didn't believe me when I said that I wasn't a drug dealer, as it turned 
out, there was nothing in that bag but sugar and salt, most likely thrown together by 
James in a desperate attempt to get rid of me. The police couldn't keep me. 

I took a cab back to the club, but by the time I got there, it was closing down for night. 
A few remaining guests clambered out into the street, but I didn't see Anna or James. Not 
wanting to be seen by the bouncer who had thrown me out, I ducked into a nearby alley 
to wait and see if either Anna or James would come out. 

But my hiding place wasn't hidden for long. Loud sirens cracked the thick air, slices of 
red and white and blue pulling all eyes towards an approaching ambulance. It parked 
right in front of the club, and four paramedics got out. "She's in the alley!" I heard one 
of them yell. 

They ran into a dark recess between buildings and started searching with flashlights. "I 
found her!" another paramedic called. They lifted a frail figure from off the ground next 
to a dumpster and put it on a stretcher. As they approached the well-lit street, a beam fell 
on the victim's face. 

It was Anna. 

Unconscious and beaten, with two bloody lines trailing from her nostrils. Part of her 
shirt had been torn from her body as well, exposing the lower portion of her emaciated 
torso, highlighting her prominent rib cage, barely moving, if rising and falling gently at 
all. 

Just before they put her in the back, I ran up and said, "I'm with her." 

*** 

I really shouldn't have started this story. I told you that when you sat down. But I guess 
I just needed someone to talk to, and what I've told you so far brings you up to speed. 

The sun's just starting to rise outside, but Anna's still in one of these rooms. I keep pray- 
ing that she'll be okay, but the crazy thing is I don't know why. I only met the girl yester- 
day. There's just something about her. Maybe I just want to find out what happened after 
James had me arrested. Maybe I just want to find out how this story ends. 



Or maybe, against all reason. I'm falling in love with this volatile, beautiful, dangerous 
girl. 

A door opens to the waiting room, and a doctor comes in. He shakes my hand. "Are 
you Ethan by any chance?" 

I nod. 

"I thought so. It looks like she's going to be fine. We had to pump her stomach, and she 
was beaten up pretty badly. She's been awake for a little while. And she keeps asking for 
you. Follow me, please." 

We go into a long hallway with doors on each side. Mothers and fathers and friends 
and lovers wait in and outside of the rooms, hoping and praying their own prayers of 
mercy and of miracles. 

The doctor opens her door and lets me go in alone. Anna's sitting up, but resting against 
the back of her bed. The beautiful young girl I met so few hours ago is unrecognizable 
beneath the swelling. "Hi, Ethan." 

I walk over to her bed and sit, taking her IV'ed hand in my own. "Hey there." 

"I'm sorry, Ethan," she whispers. "About what happened at the club. I didn't realize 
what I was doing when I texted James. I had no idea," she gulps. "I had no idea it was 
going to turn out like this. That this was going to happen. And I'm sorry for asking for 
you. I just didn't have anyone else." 

I squeeze her hand gently. "You know what I'm sorry about? I'm sorry that I didn't 
run into you at the train station before yesterday. And I'm sorry that I left you alone last 
night." Now I gulp. "Did James do this to you?" 

She looks away. "Yeah. We went back upstairs, and he called over some of my friends, 
and I started taking the edge off again. He kept saying, 'Just a little more, beautiful. Just 
a little more.' I started to get really groggy, and he said he was going to take me home, 
which was weird, since he doesn't know where I live. But when he got me outside, he 
pulled me into the alley and started beating me. Then I woke up here. The doctors say 
I'll be okay, but that I might not look the same after I heal." 

She starts to cry lightly, but it's painful, making her face wince. I'm fairly sure that 
James called the ambulance. He was the only one who knew where she was. He didn't 
want to kill her - he just wanted to take away the part of her he'd never had. 

The minutes turn into hours, while Anna passes from sleep to consciousness and back 
again. Every now and then she squeezes my hand with her eyes closed, and I'll tell her 
stories from my life, stories from before I came to New York. Reporters from newspapers 
and television pop in occasionally, and I know that this will be front page news tonight. 

The doctor says that she'll be able to leave in a day or so, but Anna isn't sure where she's 
going. I just hope I'm a part of the trip. All she knows that she doesn't want to stay here 
anymore. 

I guess the thing I have to remind myself is that a few select people in this world get 
fifteen minutes of fame. Anna Monroe happened to get sixteen minutes. She got fifteen 
minutes to grace the world with her beauty and her charm, and now she gets an extra 
minute to say goodbye. 

But not all goodbyes are bad, though. Perhaps this goodbye will be a hello, at least to 
me. I was wrong when I told you that this story wasn't a good story. I think that maybe 
this story is the start of our story, and that maybe someday I'll be able to tell you what's 
happened from here. 



Blades of Glory a great movie for any movie night 



Meredyth Moore 

Staff Writer 

It is a safe assumption that any Will Ferrell movie will be entertaining, to say the least, 
and Blades of Glory does not disappoint. The story's premise is shaped around two male 
figure skaters. Will Ferrell and Jon Heder, who are thrown out of the male figure-skating 
arena indefinitely after a brawl at an awards ceremony in which both of their characters 
are tied for a medal. The two go their separate ways for a short while, eventually recon- 



necting to become a duo in pair's figure skating. 

Ferrell, a comedic sensation and SNL veteran, and relative new-comer Jon Heder, of Na- 
poleon Dynamite fame, mesh well in this feel-good comedy about camaraderie and compe- 
tition. The banter between the two actors is hilariously entertaining and the outrageous, 
and sometimes awkward, situations they find themselves in throughout the course of the 
film never cease to entertain. 

This is a great film for any outing— girl's night, guy's night, date night, you name it— 
and is well worth the six-dollar movie ticket. 
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One lucky winner and a guest will receive: 

• Airfare and transportation 

• Hotel accomodations 

• Tickets to a taping of The Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart 

Sign up today at: 
www.ut m pacer.com/freetri p 
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The independent voice of the University of Tennessee at Martin 

setting the pace of news since 1 928. 





ARE YOU GOING TO Bl IN MEMPHIS 
FOR THE SUMMER? 



Earn course credit by taking classes at the 
University of Memphis. 

Registration going on now fOrOM campus, 
off campus and online summer courses. 



WWW.TT em phis.edu/ summ er 
901-670 2111 
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Anticipating the release: Halo 3 



Matt Cannon 

Staff Writer 

On May 16, Halo fans all 
over the gaming universe 
will breathe a sigh of sat- 
isfaction as Bungie finally 
releases a taste of gam- 
ing gold. For those gam- 
ers who bought a copy of 
Crackdown for Xbox 360 or 
who have won a spot via 
the "Rules of Three" con- 
test, there will be an oppor- 
tunity to sample one of the 
biggest and most antici- 
pated games ever released: 
Halo3. 

The wait has been a long 
one for such a widely-loved 
franchise to utilize the 
power of next-generation 
gaming technology, but the 
wait will be worthwhile 
when this gem is released 
for purchase this coming 
fall. Until then, gamers 
who are fortunate enough 
to be on the short-list of 
beta-testers will have the 
opportunity to try out the 
Xbox LIVE multiplayer 
capabilities of the new 
game many months before 
Halo3's actual release date. 

Bungie has stressed the 
point that the Halo3 beta 
will be exactly that: a beta. 
It is not complete and will 
only feature a "peek-a- 
boo" into what the game 
will truly offer, but some 
of the game's new features 
will be playable on the beta 
version. The Mongoose 
ATV will be a new vehicle 
that players will have the 
chance to take for a spin 
through three multiplayer 
levels that will be avail- 
able for play. These levels 
are Valhalla, Snowbound, 
and High Ground. The 
new machine gun will be 
usable as well as the new 
"Brute" spike-grenade, 
which will function as an 
anti-personal sticky-bomb 
for tactical purposes. These 
are only a shadowing of 
the many features of the 
new game. The beta will 
also have a few flaws, but 
testers should always keep 
in mind that this is not a 
finished product and that 
any bugs or glitches will 
be surely ironed out before 
the games official release 




Anticipation surrounds the release of Halo 3. Included 
in certain games, a sample of Halo 3 is available. 



this fall. 

Some of the new features 
leaked through various 
sources on the Internet 
have players buzzing about 
the new tactical changes 
that will take place in the 
game's final version. 

A new grenade-like 
weapon that the game's 
main character. Master 
Chief, uses in the original 
game-trailer, functions like 
an impenetrable force-field 
that will offer momen- 
tary respite from enemy 
onslaughts. 

A new human weapon 
called the "Spartan Laser" 
will offer long-range accu- 
racy that packs an armor- 
piercing punch. 

The Mongoose ATV will 
prose to be a counterpart 
for the enemy light-armor 
vehicle, which will give 
players a chance to piggy- 
back through levels on 
such multiplayer functions 
as "Capture-the-Flag." 
Players will no longer have 
to guess what their oppo- 
nent's secondary weapon 
is, as every player's weap- 
onry will be visible at all 
times: one weapon in hand 
and one prominently dis- 
played on the character's 
back. 



One of the most interest- 
ing additions to the game 
will be a "man-launcher." 
These will be large missile 
launcher-like stations that 
player can use to launch 
grenades, themselves, and 
even small vehicles through 
the air at great distances 
and speeds. 

The machine gun from 
the original Halo will 
be brought back as well, 
since the dual-function of 
the MSGs made it difficult 
to conduct melee attacks 
because it caused the play- 
er to drop their off-hand 
weapon to do so. People 
complained, and Bungie 
listened, which is what all 
good companies should 
do. 

These new elements add 
many different aspects to 
both online-play and single 
play. The story is sure to 
be as rich and engrossing 
as the first two titles, and 
perhaps we'll even have a 
chance to find out what 
that giant mushroom-mon- 
ster was all about in this 
installment. Expect action 
and intensity from this title, 
and definitely expect the 
Flood to be at your door- 
step by the coming fall. 
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Writing and office tool Web sites 



Jay Baker 

Assist. News Editor 

Web site of the week special: collabora- 
tive writing/office tools. 

www.thinkfree.com 

Thinkfree isn't exactly collaborative writ- 
ing, but it is extremely useful. It's actually 
an on-line office suite with alternatives to 
all the basics from Microsoft (Word, Excel 
etc.). Thinkfree throws in 1 GB of free stor- 
age, the ability to share your documents 
and collaborate with others and a pretty 
nifty document viewer plug-in that allows 
you to open attached files on the Web in 
Thinkfree. 

www.officezilla.com 

OfficeZilla is similar to Thinkfree, but 
is set up in a portal fashion, giving your 
team/company/organization a Web-based 



Don't just read the news.... 




iPod ships 100 millionth unit 



Danika Parris 

Staff Writer 

What do you get when 
you unveil over 10 new 
iPods, 4,000 accessories and 
millions of satisfied con- 
sumers? Apple's answer is 
the shipment of the 100 mil- 
lionth iPod. Apple said on 
April 9 that it has recently 
sold its 100 millionth iPod, 
marking a major milestone 
in the product's history. 

"At this historic mile- 
stone, we want to thank 
music lovers everywhere 
for making iPod such an 
incredible success," said 
Steve Jobs, Apple's CEO. 
"iPod has helped millions 
of people around the world 
rekindle their passion for 
music, and we're thrilled to 
be a part of that." 

Since introducing the 
iPod in November 2001, 
Apple has been extremely 
successful. The company 
has unveiled more than 10 
new iPod models, which 
have given consumers a 



better variety of the prod- 
uct they have come to love. 
The music player has also 
sparked an ecosystem of 
more than 4,000 accesso- 
ries, ranging from fashion- 
able cases to speaker sys- 
tems. More than 70 percent 
of cars manufactured in the 
United States in 2007 offer 
iPod connectivity. 

Along with shipping the 
100 millionth iPod, the 
iTunes Store has also been 
a comparable success, sell- 
ing more than 2.5 billion 
songs, over 50 million TV 
shows and 1.3 million mov- 
ies, making it the worlds 
most popular online store 
of digital media. Apple's 
iTunes Store has seen com- 
parable success in selling 
items from its catalog of 
more than 5 million songs, 
350 television shows and 
400 movies. 

Apple's success with the 
iPod continues despite a 
plethora of music player 
competition from other 
companies, including 



Microsoft. The software 
giant introduced its Zune 
music player in November 
2006, but its sales have not 
come close to challenging 
Apple's dominance in the 
portable music market. 
Everyone has fallen in love 
with the iPod, so it is pretty 
evident that it is here to 
stay. When you see people 
working out in the gym or 
walking to class, you usu- 
ally see them with an iPod. 

iPod fans are now await- 
ing Apple's iPhone, which 
combines the functional- 
ity and design of the iPod 
with a cell phone. AT&T's 
Cingular Wireless is set 
to begin exclusively sell- 
ing the iPhone for $600 in 
June. 

It is evident that Apple 
made a very wise decision 
when they chose to intro- 
duce their iPod to the mar- 
ket. The proof was in the 
sale of the 100 millionth 
iPod. 




intranet/extranet. It gives you a calendar, 
contact manager, message forums, knowl- 
edge base, a pop e-mail reader, link/URL 
sharing, file sharing, chat room, phone 
message pad and a task manager. Oh yeah, 
and it's free. 
www.writeboard.com 
Writeboard is one of the more popular 
social text editors/wikis. Writeboard allows 
for fast, free, easy collaborative writing. It's 
perfect for group papers or projects. One 
of the better features is the easy roll back 
ability. One of the shortcomings of collab- 
orative writing is that sometimes people 
delete something (either through accident 
or stupidity) that was actually really good. 
With Writeboard, you can easily view the 
entire history of the document and go back 
to recover something that shouldn't have 
been lost. 
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Men finish second, women third in 39th annual UTM rodeo 




Skyhawk participants in the saddle bronc (left) and bull riding (right) competitions hold on for dear life dur- 
ing this weekend’s 39th annual spring rodeo at the Ned Ray McWherter Agricultural Complex. The men’s 
team finished with 600 points on the weekend to claim second place behind the University of West Alabama. 
The women picked up a third-place finish led by sophomore Adrienne Vought, who won the women’s all- 
around competition with 165 points. 



Brad Hurt 

Sports Editor 

With its status as the top team in the Ozark Region and 
one of the top five teams in the nation providing plenty 
of momentum and confidence, the host Skyhawk men's 
rodeo team came away with a second place finish in the 
39th annual spring rodeo. 

In the women's competition, UTM finished third with a 
total of 225 points. 

"I thought we had a real good rodeo," said Skyhawk 
head coach John Luthi. "I would like to thank the com- 
munity and the sponsors for all their support." 

The Skyhawk cowboys accumulated 600 points to finish 
behind only the University of West Alabama, which earned 
715 points. Their score allowed them to finish ahead of 
six other schools, including Missouri Valley College, 
Troy University, the University of Arkansas-Monticello, 
Southern Arkansas University, North Arkansas College 
and Arkansas State University. 

The teams' overall success resulted from several impres- 
sive individual performances, including a sweep of the 
men's and women's all-around categories. 

Junior Ty Atchison took home the men's all-around 
honor by scoring a total of 240 points. The Jackson, Mo., 
native scored 163 points to win the saddle bronc riding 
competition. Additionally, he finished fourth in the team 
roping competition as the heeler with teammate Boyd 
Quinley. The pair recorded a time of 24.6 seconds to 
place fourth behind teams from Arkansas-Monticello, the 
University of Alabama and Troy State University. 

Sophomore Adrienne Vought put her name on the 
women's all-around honor with a total of 165 points. She 
also took home first place in the breakaway roping com- 
petition with a time of 6.5 seconds. Competitors qualify 
to win the all-around honor by participating in at least 
two events. 

The Skyhawk women also got a good showing from 
freshman Molly Alexander, who finished seventh in the 
barrel racing competition with a time of 14.90 seconds. 
Lauren Glasco finished third in the breakaway roping 
with a time of 3.5 seconds. 

Nikki Bacon and Brittany Duff added to the women's 
total score by putting up a strong performance in the goat 
tying event. Bacon finished fourth in the average eater- 
gory with a total score of 16.4 on two runs. Duff finished 
seventh in the average category, turning in 

Joining Atchison in the men's all-around standings were 
junior John Beckwith, who came in third with 120 points, 
and senior Whit Ashe, who finished seventh with a total 
of 40 points. 

The team captured the top spots in both the bareback 
riding average and the saddle bronc. Senior Matt Bright 
won the bareback riding competition with a score of 163 
points. Ross and Russ Ratkowski joined Bright in placing 
in the category. Russ Ratkowski turned in an 80-point 
ride before suffering an injury that forced him to miss the 
championship round. 

"I am thankful he is OK," Luthi said. 

In the bull riding category freshman Zach Jackson came 



in second place with a total of 81 points. 

The teams will now turn their attention to preparations 
for this weekend's competition at Northwest Mississippi 
Community College in Senatobia, which is the final com- 
petition of the season. They are attempting to lock up 
spots in the College National Finals to be held in June. 

Additionally, individuals are competing for spots in the 
championships in events including bull riding, calf rop- 
ing, barrel racing, saddle bronc riding, breakaway roping, 
goat tying, team roping, steer wrestling and bareback 
riding. 

"We continue to compete well," Luthi said. "We have to 
take care of business and not worry about anyone else or 
points. If we take care of ourselves the points will come 
our way." 

The men's team has picked up five first-place finishes 
this season as they won the first five competitions of the 
season. 

The women have seen their share of struggles this sea- 
son since opening with a first-place finish at the Missouri 



Valley College Rodeo. This weekend's third-place finish 
was the team's best since finishing third at the Southern 
Arkansas Rodeo in September. 

Besides the action in the ring, the rodeo festivities 
included many activities for the community. The activi- 
ties included a pageant, a crawfish supper and a bluegrass 
performance. Additionally, the Rodeo Booster Club spon- 
sored its annual celebrity scholarship auction. 

This year's rodeo represented the final home competi- 
tion for 13 senior team members, including Ashe, Bacon, 
Bright, Samantha Bumpus, Kacy Burchett, Colt Clemmons, 
Tyler Fleming, Meredith Jones, Russ Ratkowski, Chris 
Seiber, Jordon Southern, Andrew Trainor and Kristin 
Wiseman. 



)(GO SKYHAWKS!)f 



Star Skyhawk linebacker attributes 
success on the field to higher power 

Christopher Stanback 

Staff Writer 



Cross country runs toward excellence 



Christopher Stanback 

Staff Writer 



Every few years a collegiate program 
recruits an extraordinary student-athlete. 
Things were no dif- 
ferent at UTM. 

There are few stu- 
dent athletes who 
lead by example spir- 
itually, academically 
and athletically like 
Markeseo Jackson. 

Jackson is a senior 
Criminal Justice ma- 
jor and Sociology mi- 
nor from Memphis. 

Since arriving in 
Martin in 2003, Jack- 
son has displayed an 
array of excellence 
through his spiritual 
guidance, academic 
honors and presence 
on the football field. 

Some of Jackson's 
accomplishments 
and recognitions in- 
cludes the Dean's 
List, O V C Honor Roll, 
nomination to the 
2006 OVC Academic 
All-Star team, 2004 
Skyhawk football 
defensive MVP, 2005 
preseason all OVC 
defensive player of 
the year, 2006 second 
team all OVC, invita- 
tion to the Magnolia 
Gridiron, a 2006 Buck 
Buchanan award fi- 
nalist, administers a 
weekly bible study 
in the UC and vol- 
unteers at Pathways 
working with juveniles. 

"Some of my challenges at first were try- 
ing to prepare myself physically and men- 
tally for summer football training camp. 
Spiritually, I wanted to find a church home 
here in Martin. I felt I had gotten home sick 



at first," said Jackson. 

Jackson has been an ordained minister 
for about a year at Apostolic Fellowship, in 
Memphis. Jackson's fiance had a big impact 
on his spiritual life. Jackson said that he 
recognized the mercy of God and learned 

a lot about him 
through trials and 
different tests. 

Spiritually, 
Jackson is going 
to let God lead 
him, continue to 
do God's good 
will and continue 
to preach the gos- 
pel. Jackson plans 
to get married in 
September, attend 
law school to be a 
real estate attor- 
ney and open up 
a barbershop. 

"I still have 
goals aimed at 
making it to 
the NFL, if it is 
God's will I will 
make it happen. 
This experience 
in Martin has 
taught me to en- 
dure through the 
tough times, in 
the end you will 
come out with 
the victory, a good 
example being the 
football team." 

"When I first got 
here we had a lot 
a tough times for 
a long time, but 
now we have a 
conference cham- 
pionship ring. Be 
grateful for every- 
thing you get and take advantage of every 
opportunity," said Jackson. 

Jackson feels that his stance for God is the 
reason for his success. 



The weather outside was 
riddled with clouds, a con- 
stant flow of rain and an 
eccentric chill in the air on 
this mid-April afternoon. 

But for James Thomka, 
a junior from Chicago, it 
is just another day on the 
track. Year round Thomka 
rises before dawn to begin 
his running workout that he continues 
throughout the day as he rises towards the 
top competition in the OVC. In between 
workouts Thomka, a Geology major, 
spends time studying and maintaining 
the OVC Commissioner's Honor Roll. This 
afternoon was no different for Thomka. 
On Friday afternoons many students leave 
for home or catch up on rest or work. 
Thomka disregards the weather condi- 
tions and dedicates his afternoons to run- 
ning on the track. 

The UTM cross-country team features a 
team loaded with academic honors, ambi- 
tion, and young bright potential. The pro- 
gram is under the direction of third year 
head coach, Gordon Sanders. The univer- 
sity dropped the track and field program 
three years ago so the cross-country pro- 
gram today is an endurance only pro- 
gram. 

"Our program offers the unique oppor- 
tunity for endurance talent to race on all 
venues, cross-country, road races and track 
meets," said Sanders. 

The team is comprised of a good cohe- 
sive group of young student athletes. The 
team excels in the classroom by leading 
the athletic department and the conference 
with the highest team GPA. Even though 
the program is limited to only recruits 
in Tennessee, Sanders has comprised a 
bright group of student athletes. The best 
athletes on the team are sophomores and 
freshmen. Sanders also has signed a four 
and a half minute mile runner who will 
premiere with the team this fall and that 
just adds to the young talent. 

The team is Memphis based with three 
student athletes from Cordova, two from 
Chattanooga, two from Knoxville and 
one from Bolton. Sanders' recruitment of 



Tennessee has expanded over the past 
few years with the addition of runners 
from east Tennessee. The Tennessee lot- 
tery scholarship enables the team to put 
together good packages for promising 
prospects. 

The challenge that awaits Sanders and 
his team is to finish in the top half of the 
OVC championship. Last season the team 
was two minutes from that goal but the 
team is optimistic because everyone is 
returning. Sanders feels that the program 
will progress once it develops the local 
talent. Sanders stresses to his team the 
importance maintaining a healthy diet 
by eating foods associated with the food 
pyramid. 

The men, who race for five miles, are 
presently training at a pace around 50-60 
miles per week. The women, who race for 
three miles, are training at a pace around 
40-50 miles per week. The workouts will 
increase daily after the team disperses 
at the end of the semester and return to 
start team practices again in the summer. 
Presently, Paul Thames, a sophomore from 
Knoxville, is clocking the best time for the 
men while running at a pace of five-and- 
a-half minutes per mile. Shannon Wall, a 
sophomore from Chattanooga, is running 
at a pace of six minutes and 18 seconds. 

Thomka feels that the lack of training 
methods will not be a problem with his 
teammates because everyone shows the 
initiative to research the best training and 
running methods. The team often debates 
among one another about what the best 
training and running methods are. 

"We are an educated team in regards to 
running. Each person researches the best 
method for him/her. We seem to be get- 
ting more recruits and we have never had 
seven healthy runners to compete in a race 
until now. The competition at practice is 
now evident," said Thomka. 

Everyone associated with the program is 
ambitious about the direction in which it is 
headed. The program leads by example in 
the area of academics and is striving to run 
past its competition in all areas. 

The cross-country team will be in action 
again at night at the Distance Carnival, 
held at Vanderbilt University on Friday, 
April 20. 




Trevor Ruszkowski/ UTM Sports Information 



Skyhawk senior linebacker Markeseo 
Jackson displayed great character on and 
off the field this season. The criminal 
justice major from Memphis achieved sev- 
eral academic and athletic honors during 
his career at UTM. Besides his numer- 
ous athletic recognitions, Jackson’s name 
appeared on the Dean’s List, OVC Honor 
Roll and a 2006 OVC Academic All-Star 
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Skyhawks overcome wind, Billikens 
for tenth win to avenge earlier loss 



Jason Bohanan 

Distribution Manager 

The Skyhawk baseball 
team battled high winds 
and good-luck Billikens to 
pick up its 10th win of the 
season Wednesday 

The Skyhawks (10-21) 
used a seventh-inning burst 
to defeat St. Louis Univer- 
sity 5-1, avenging a 1-0 loss 
to the Billikens (7-27) last 
month in St Louis. 

UTM led 2-1 in the sev- 
enth when senior Chad 
Green's double to right field 
jumpstarted the Skyhawks 
to a three-run, five-hit in- 
ning. 

"Every big inning like 
that begins with a lead 
off like that. That was the 
biggest part of the inning 
maybe," UTM head coach 
Bubba Cates said. 

Green would score on a 
Kyle Dudley single to right 
field. Junior Blake Turner 
was walked before scoring 
on Chris Rezabek's RBI sin- 
gle to center field. Dudley 
would score UTM's final 
run on sophomore Bryce 



Carden's RBI single. 

The Billikens could have 
had worse luck. UTM had 
the bases loaded with no 
outs before St. Louis re- 
corded three straight outs 
to end the inning. 

"You're always look- 
ing for one more big hit in 
there. I think that would 
have been the knockout 
punch," Cates said. 

The seventh-inning ex- 
plosion came after St. Louis 
pitcher Brock Hewitt shut 
the Skyhawks out for five 
consecutive innings. Hewitt 
surrendered six hits and no 
runs during the span. 

"It was as much him as it 
was us," Cates said. 

The Billikens' defense kept 
it close until the seventh, 
allowing only two runs on 
10 UTM hits prior to the in- 
ning. 

The Skyhawks' batters 
started the game hot, tak- 
ing a 2-0 lead in the first. 

Sophomore Joe Raccuglia 
scored on a Lance Renton 
double to center field be- 
fore Renton scored on Jason 
Hockaday's infield single. 

UTM led 2-0 until the 



fourth, when Billikens ju- 
nior Greg Rodgers scored 
on Bill Musselman's double 
to left field. 

The Billikens struggled 
to hit the ball all day, re- 
cording only seven hits to 
UTM's 16. 

"We had a lot of big hits 
in the ballgame. I thought 
we really swung the bat 
well," Cates said. 

Senior Ryan Rockholt 
started on the mound for 
UTM and earned his third 
win of the season. Rockholt 
allowed one hit before be- 
ing relieved by sophomore 
Eric Walker in the fourth. 

Rockholt was credited 
with two strikeouts and 
also hit Rodgers with a 
pitch. 

Renton led with way in 
hitting for UTM, recording 
four hits, one RBI and one 
run in five at bats. Dudley 
followed with three hits, 
one RBI and one run in five 
attempts. 

Carden was also credited 
with three hits and one RBI 
in three at bats. 



Shooting: Continued from Cover 



shooter was found dead on 
the scene, but a possibility 
of another shooter had not 
been ruled out, according 
to a report by CNN. 

At UTM, students were 
outraged, upset and con- 
cerned with the shooting 
at Virginia Tech in relation 
to the safety of their own 
campus. 

Almost four years ago, 
a classroom of students 
and a teacher were taken 
hostage at Dyersburg State 
Community College, 48 
miles from Martin. Harold 
Kilpatrick held these hos- 
tages before being fatally 
wounded by Dyersburg 
police. Kilpatrick left a sui- 
cide note stating that he 



wanted "to kill some peo- 
ple and die," according to a 
BBC report. 

UTM Public Safety Capt. 
Ray Coleman said the cam- 
pus does have a disaster 
plan in place in the event 
of a similar event occur- 
ring at UTM. The faculty 
has received this packet 
regarding the necessary 
steps for preventing mass 
casualties of students and 
staff, Coleman said. 

"We take a proactive 
approach and work with 
local law enforcement offi- 
cials on preparing for these 
potential situations," he 
said. 

Specific informa- 
tion regarding local law 



enforcement tactics cannot 
be disclosed because of the 
sensitive nature of secu- 
rity-related materials. 

"The people get along so 
well but we must be aware 
that this type of incident 
can happen at any time 
and we are not isolated," 
Coleman said. 

Watch for The Pacer's 
coverage of the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigations 
annual campus crime 
report later this month. 
Also, there will be further, 
more in depth coverage of 
the security issues on this 
campus in next week's edi- 
tion. 
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University of Tennessee Board of 
Trustees. 

If approved, students will pay $154 per 
semester to subsidize UTM's athletic pro- 
grams, a 48-percent increase over what 
students currently pay. The increase would 
make UTM's athletics fee the most expen- 
sive of any institution in the state that does 
not play in bowl games. 

Dunagan has said previously he will 
support the outcome of the student vote. 

Already, athletics takes the biggest 
chunk of the student activity fee, which is 
currently set at $241 per semester. 

According to student-athletes who 
wished to remain anonymous, the 
Department of Athletics called a meeting 
before the elections and strongly encour- 
age athletes to vote and recruit two friends 
to vote in the elections as well. Athletics 
Department officials did not specifically 
suggest how the athletes should vote, the 
students said. 

Danelle Fabianich, assistant director of 
athletics, when asked whether any conse- 
quences might be involved if student-ath- 
letes did not vote, said the students were 
not coerced into voting. 

"We asked every one of our athletes to 
vote, so they participated in the process," 
Fabianich said. "We did not tell them (to 
vote) yes or no. We just asked them to 
vote." 

She did not confirm or deny that there 
would be repercussions for not voting, but 
instead said, "We just asked all of them to 
vote." 

UTM football coach Jason Simpson con- 
firmed his team voted together "between 
practices." 

Fabianich said she sees the athletics fee 
vote as a vote of confidence for student- 
athletes and UTM's athletic programs. 

"We have plans to make athletics so 
much better. It's a boost of confidence (stu- 
dent-athletes) need." 

She added athletics administrators met 
Monday morning to begin formulating a 
list of priorities for improvement, and she 
said athletic facilities are likely to top the 
list. 

"We're mapping out our next steps. We 
want to make sure it's very visible what 
students are paying for," she said. "We're 
very pleased so many people believed in 
us." 



Dane told SGA senators in March the 
fee would not support new scholarships, 
but rather would allow for equipment 
improvements and upgrades to UTM's 
sports facilities. He also argued the fee 
would help bring more notoreity to the 
university through increased sports pub- 
licity. 

The athletics fee has been a rallying 
point for this year's student elections, but 
Dykes' YOUTM Party, which endorsed 
the fee, failed to pick up either of the con- 
tested seats on SGA's Executive Council. 
Chambers' Student Voice Party took no 
official stance on the fee. 

Instead, Chambers said, "We support 
the athletes, but we also support all stu- 
dents." 

In UTM's secretary-general race, Amelia 
Kosta, also of Chambers' Student Voice 
Party, defeated Kyle Kragenbrink of 
the YOUTM Party. Kosta picked up 692 
votes, or about 58 percent, compared with 
Kragenbrink's 510. 

None of the SGA Senate seats was con- 
tested in this year's election, but student 
turnout was significantly higher compared 
with last year, at least partially because of 
the special ballot initiative to raise athlet- 
ics fees. 

Students also voted Brittany McGruder 
their choice for student board of trust- 
ees representative. McGruder carried 637 
votes. Students voted for up to three can- 
didates to fill the position, with second- 
and third-place vote-getters being Katelyn 
Busmann and Cody Martin, respectively. 

This year marked UTM's turn to choose 
a student representative on the University 
of Tennessee Board of Trustees, which 
rotates among UT system schools yearly. 
McGruder's student nod is still subject to 
local, as well as gubernatorial approval by 
Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen. 

No Senate seats were contested in this 
year's election, and Grayson Uldrich of the 
YOUTM Party won the vice president's 
spot. Uldrich ran unopposed. 

Turnout was markedly higher in this 
year's elections, at least in part because 
of the athletic fee special ballot initiative. 
A total 1,209 votes were cast in this year's 
election, compared with only 730 voting 
last year. 
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